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1. Name of Property

historic name Lawrence, John P., Plantation

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number  State Road 1700 N/ Anot for publication
city, town  Grissom [x Jvicinity

state  North Carolina code NC county Granville

code Q77 zip code 27522

3. Classification

Category of Property
[ ]building(s)

[j district

D site

[ Istructure

!:] object

Ownership of Property

ljprivate

] public-local
L] public-State
[ | public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing:
Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville

Countyz North Carolina

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

5 1 buildings

1 sites

1 1 structures
__ objects

/ 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register __ O

4. Stafe/Federal Agency Certification

In my e pro
A »

dges not meet the National Register criteria.

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
¥X]nomination [:]request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
Natlonal egls r of Historic Pﬁnd megjs the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

See contlnuanon sheet &

Signature of cernfylng ofﬂcnal
State Historic Preservatlon Officer

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[ lentered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.

[ ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.

[ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Histeric Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling Domestic-single dwelling
Agricul ture/Subsistence Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification ‘ Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation __brick

Greek Revival walls weatherboard
roof asphalt
other wood
brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

DﬂSee continuation sheet
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Nestled on  a rise behind a grave of trees, with &1l its
cutbuildivgs but ore stretceched to its rear, the John F. Lawrerce
Flantation is  the most pristinely preserved former plantation
seat in  Granville County. Its Greek Revival style facade and
interior, which still displays exceptiornal marbleized woodwork,
are virtually uwunaltered, and its plantatiorn and bright leaf era
cutbuildings are unusually early and handsome, including a rare
hipped roof antebellum kitchen and smokehouse, a  oresyhoea
schoolhouse and a gambrel roofed stable. '

Euilt on a T—-plan, two stories high and three—bays wide aver
a finished, brick-walled basement, Lawrernce’s heavy timber frame
dwealling is orne of the county’s largest. Its six—over—-six
windows anmd  two-parnel doors, as well as the sidelights and
transom of its centered fromt entry, are all framed by crossetted
surrounds. Sided with beaded weatherboards and accented by
fluted cormmerposts and three exterior brick chimneys, it is
topped, frovt and rear, by low hipped roofs. A hipped roof also
tops its orne—-story fromt porch, which retains its origimal fluted

squared columns, octagomal handrails and thin vertical stiles.
Similarly finished, but with unfluted columns, its two orne-story
gside porches are also original.

Enrtering either of the two ftrarnsverse hallways, particularly
the stair hall set perpendicular to its centered forward mate,
the house’s firne, Greek Revival style woodwork is  strikingly
apparent. The illusiorn of marble haolds up to all but the closest
inspection of the marbleized stair risers arnd ends and baseboards

of  the back hall. Thought perhaps to once  have been  used
elsewhere in the house as well, this execeptiocrnal marbleizing is
row  found outside of the stair hall only at the back upstairs

bedyoom, which retains a similarly finished mantel.

Fluted suwrrounds with bull?s—eye corrmerblocks enframing two-
parel doors adoren the stair hall, the front hall and the east
Front  roon, The back bedroom is similarly finished, but without
the intermediary of corrnerblocks separating its plain mitered
surronds. The west front parlor has the most ormate woodwork of
the downstairs rooms. Ir additicrn ta sharivg the same doors and
tall molded baseboards, itse fluted swrrounds and mantel are
enframed by raised crossettes. This use of crossettes only at
the firest room of a house is repeated at a rnumber of other two—
story antebellum residernces in the county.
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Stylish Greek Revival finish was riot limited to the exterior

and the first floor rooms. The upstairs rooms have Tlat—-armpgled
Greek Revival style moldings, two-panel doors and simple post and
lintel mantels. Evern the doors of the basement utilize the

popular two-—-parnel motif. Its dirt floom vnow covered with cement,
the basement still retains, at its back room, the house’s kitchen
arnd diving roonm.

The former plantaticn has 7 cowtributivigp resouwrces (S
buildings, 1 site and 1 structuwre) and £ ron—contributing
resources (1 building anmd 1 structure). The Greek Revival style

was extended to the howse’s ["A" on attached sketch mapl two
domestic outbuildings, both conmtributing buildings, surviving
from  the planmtation era — the smokehouse [C1 and the detached

kitchen L[RI1. A large, pegged structure topped by a low hip roof
and pierced by a central chimrey, the kitchen has beaded
weatherboards and doors set in simple, ralsed, rectilinear
s ronnds. Its hearth retains its attached ironm pot hooks. The
snxkehouse to the Kitchen’s west is similarly finished, althaugh
it lacks a chimney, its preserving fires apparently ornce 1it on

its salt-safterned, woodey £ 1Looe, The onmly outbuilding to the
house’s  fore is the praperty’s most wnusual. A small, frame,
gable end, contributing structure raised iv the last third of the
riineteenth cerntury, it orece served as a private  ore—room
achoolhouse  [HI. Turrn of  the century, bright leaf era

cutbuildings standing to the house’s rear include a contributing
frame coorn orib [F1 and large, gambrel roof stable [ED, and &
viom—contributing chicken houwuse [D1 and packhouse L[GI, both less
tharm 25 years old.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [:} statewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria A [18 [Xc [Ip
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) E] A [ ]B [ ]c [Io [Je []JF D G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1840s-1937 1840s

Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[ X] See continuation sheet
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Risirmg from & grove of trees on land that historically
rowrished  its  taobaccoo and other crops, the Jaohwn . Lawrerce
Flantation house awnd its comtributing outbuildings are
sigrnificant as examplars of the firnest in Greek Revival style
desigrn  and workmanship in the county and of the way of  life of
the county’s wealthy planters and succeeding successful bright
leaf OrowWwers. (See associated Historic Corntext 1 - The

Flantation Era in Branville County, 17461865, arnd associated
Froperty Type £ — Breek Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings)
Virtually unaltered, its exterior and interior read like a primer
oy the Greek Revival style inm the county. Crossetted surrounds,
fluted cormer and porch posts, and low hipped roofs  adorn the
exterior, and the full armray of common Greek  Revival style

features mark the interiocr as well. Fluted suwrrownds with
bull?s—eye cormerblocks, two-parel doors, mnolded baseboards, post
and lintel mantels, parlo  crossettes and an exceptional
marbleized stair finish the downstairs rooms. Upstairs, two-—
pavel doors  are  enframed by flat—angled moldinmgs — &  common
secondary upstairs treatment in the county — and post and  lintel
mantels frame the hearths, that of the back bedroom marbleized
like the transverse stair hall belaow. Evern the brick-walled

basement retains its two—parnel doors.

Twa arntebellumn, Greel Revival style ocutbuildings - a
smokehouse and kitechen — stand to the rear, urusually finely
finished with beaded weatherboards, low hipped roofs and raised
rectilinear surrounds. They are flanked by contributinmg bright
leaf era ocutbuildivngs that irnclude a frame corrn orib  and large
gambrel roof barn, as well as a rorn—contributing chicken house
and packhouse. (See associated Froperty Type € — Dutbuildings)
To the house’s fore, amidst its gracicus grove of trees, stands
the praperty’s most anusual outbuilding, which dates from the
last third aof the nirneteernth century, a cormbributing, iy =R plululi| ¥
private schoolhouse that has few mates in the county. Its rnailed,
relatively slender timbers sugpgesting it was built after the
Civil War, it is krnown to hav@e%%ed as a schoolhouse in the late

nineteenth century. £1d The property has beern in use as a
traditioral bright leaf tobacco farm within the past 50 years;
its period of significance has been assigrned a closing date of

1837, however, because it has rot achieved exceptional importance
within the past half cerntury.

The plantation seat was built by Johwn F. (1806-1887) and
Frarnces Lawrence (1809-1864) =21, probably in the 1840s  judging
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by its structure arnd stvle and Lawrerce’'s age and pasiticorn as  a
prospercous planter by that decade. Irnexact property descriptions
make it impossible to determivne whether the house was built on
part of the €05 acre land gramt that the Lawrernce family
ptrchased from Earl Granville ivn 17356 [Deed Eook G, Fage 179) oo
ave omne af fowr tracts of land acqguired by John Fo Lawrerce iv the
1830s [Deed Book 4, Fapge =89 (1830) 3 Deed Rook 5, Fage 165
(1831)3; Deed Book 8, Fage 271 (1837); Deed ERaook 10, Fage 137
(18338)1. "Its size and finish reflect Lawrerces’ positicn  in
Granville County’s planter society. Though not a big slave
holder according tao the federal census — he owned six slaves in
1840, 11 in 1850 and 13 housed in two dwellings in 1860 — he was
a large property owner; the 1843 county tax lis reports him
owrning S50 acres of land. The plantatios has rnever left the
family. The Lawrernces passed it oo to their daughter and sonm—in-
law, Virginia (1846-1934) and lLewis H. Monss (184=2-1909), whao in
turr  tranmsferred it to their daughter and son-in-law, Lillian
(188=—-1965) and Edward Thomas Husketh, 6. (186=—-1939). The
property  is now owned by Robinmette Husketh, the widow of  their
so,  Bewjamir. L33

i1 Interviews with Robirette Husketh, March and June, 1987.
She was +told by Dr. Ber Lawrence (a cousin of  her husband
Bernjamiv) that his mother, Ellen (FParker) Lawrence, had taught
school in the buildivg in the late rmirneteenth centuwry.

L3 Interview with Robinmette Husketh, March, 1987. A few pieces
of John o B arid Frarnces Lawrence’s furniture still furnmish  the

house.

L3317 Interview with Robirette Husketh, March, 1287.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hays, Francis B.

Unpublished collection of 135 scrapbooks on Granville County history

located at Richard H. Thornton Public Library, Oxford, N.C.

Interview with Alma Husketh, October, 1986, and Robinette Husketh, March, 1987.

United States Manuscript Censuses.
Oxford, N.C.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[ Ipreviously listed in the National Register

[:] previously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

I:Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

[:]recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public Library,

[:] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
@State historic preservation office
[ ]other State agency

[:} Federal agency

[ ]Local government

] University

D Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property approximately 8.5 acres

UTM References

Al Ll b v b b b by

Zone  Easting Northing
clo ) Ll b v b b by by

B||||fl|11J||||||||

Zone  Easting Northing

o 30 T A I T AT O A O

m See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

ESee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle

Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date

8/18/87

organization
street & number

P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) iggphoneg 919-693-1491

city or town Uxtord

zip code _2_75_@__

state
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UTM REFERENCES

Zome Easting Morthing
A 17 716780 39 39440
E 17 716680 39 39440
c 17 716630 3992080
D 17 716820 39991&0
(=) 17 716820 3999350
F 17 716780 3999350

VEREAL ROUNDARY DESCRIFTION

EBegivming at point A 17 716780 39939440 or the USGS polygor,

where the ferce line tuwrns west, cormtiruwing ivn a straight Tire
appraximately 350 feet to point B 17 716680 3993440 orvr the
polygo, where the fernce lire turns south. Comtinuing i a

straight lire scuth approximately 1000 feet, following the ferce
lire, farm lane, and line of trees to point C: 17 716630 3933080
o the polygor, where the tree line meets the rnorth side of State
Road  1700. Comtinuing along the worth side of State Road 17006
appraoximately 450 feet to point D 17 716820 39 9393140 o the
polyngoo. Comtinuing inm & straight lirne riorth approximately 5795
feet, to the east of the stable, to point E: 17 716820 3923350 an
the polygon, appraximately 100 feet to the east of the southerrn
end of the ferce lire. Comtinuwing in a straight lirne east
approaximately 100 feet to point F: 17 716780 39 93250 aon  the
polygeor, at the southeast end of the ferce line. Covtirwing in a
straight livne north approximately 325 feet, along the fernce line,
Lt the point of ocrigin.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 8.5 acres that irnclude the dwellinrg,
cutbrildings, arnd fields that are historically assocciated with



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 10240018

(8-28)

United States Deparitment of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 10~ Page _2
the property, mairntairn historic  integrity and convey  the
property’s historic setting are being vominated forr the National
Register. The remaining acreage has beern excluded because of
intruding structures o becauwse the land is wot Kriowyr with

certainty to be historically assocciated with the house.

The nomrethern  bowadary from UTHM points A to B includes  the
field and ocutbuildings +to its south  and east and excludes
praperty  wobt Knowrn with certainty to be historically associated
with the house to its rnorth. The westerrn boundary from UTHM points
B to C includes the dwelling and ocutbuldivgs to  its  east  and
excludes property  rnot Rriown with certainty to be historically
associated with the house to its west. The southerrn  boundary
fyrom UTM points C €0 D includes the house and catbuildings to its
rorth and excludes property that falls outside of the awner’s
property line to its scuth. The easterr boundary from UTHM points
D to Ey, E to F and F tee A includes the dwelling, ouwtbuildings
arnd fields to its west and excludes several metal-sided tobacow
barms built within the last fifty years to its east.
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